VI                                                                   ...   PREFACE
daily fine is the subtle distinction frequently drawn between fact
and theory, observational data and hypothetical explanation, well
established principle and tentative inference. Scientific knowl-
edge is presented as a vital, growing factor and the reader cannot
fail to catch something of the spirit of adventure and realize to
some extent the opportunities for creative activity which are to be
found along every sector of the scientific frontier.
This book is eminently suited as a text for the junior college or
freshman year course designed to give a general introduction to
the physical sciences. The balance between the several fields of
physics, chemistry, astronomy and geology is nicely adjusted. No
great friendliness with higher mathematics is presupposed in its
readers. Only the necessary minimum of technical terms is used.
Anyone who reads these pages thoughtfully will finally close the
book with a sense of having experienced an exciting and informing
excursion into intellectual territory that has been transformed by
it from a complex and mysterious region into an ordered and
charted countryside where he can feel very much at home.
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